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Introduction 

In this note we look at rural and urban population change and the geographic pattern of older 
voters through the geographic web of Parliamentary Constituency boundaries. Overall 
population change is a broad measure of the dynamism of an area but also of the demand for 
infrastructure of various kinds including housing, health facilities and schools and colleges. An 
ageing population is an indicator of the dependency of an area on pensions and some benefits  
payments and also for demand for specific services such as social care and access to shops and 
post offices. Older voters also have a greater tendency to vote. 

 

Population Change, England 2004 – 2008 

Recent population change among English Parliamentary Constituencies has ranged from 
population decline of 3.5 percent in Bottle BC to 13.4 percent in Leeds Central BC. This is a good 
indication of the variation in the conditions of population change since both constituencies are 
in essentially inner city areas. There is, similarly a wide range in population change among Rural 
50 and Rural 75 constituencies with a decline of ς 2.0 percent for Wirral West CC and growth of 
9.6 percent in South Northamptonshire CC. More generally, though there are more growing and 
more rapidly growing constituencies in rural areas (Map 1).  

 

 

 



Map 1 Population Change 2004 – 2008 By Parliamentary Constituency 

 



The variation of population change within different constituency settlement types is reflected in 
the narrow range of average growth rates among the classified constituencies where the gap 
between Major Urban and Rural 75 constituencies is now less than 0.5 percent (Chart 1). The 
мпо Ψ.ŀǘǘƭŜƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ ǎŜŀǘǎ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ 
settlement types of the classification except for Other Urban types which grew slightly. 

 

Chart 1 Population Change Among Rural_Urban Classified Constituencies 

 

 

 

The Parliamentary Geography of Older Voters. 

Over the last few days a number of media sources have suggested that due to the focus on 
leadership style rather than substance some significant policy areas have been ignored during 
the election campaign. One such is the needs of an ageing population in relation to, for 
example, the level of the state pension and pensioner poverty, the rising demand for affordable 
social care and, especially in rural areas, social isolation, access to key services such as post 
offices and local shops.  

Map 2 shows population ageing among the Parliamentary Constituencies in England. Population 
ageing has been a feature of rural areas for some time now whilst many urban areas 
(particularly in the larger cities) are experiencing a decline  in the rate of growth of older people. 
Population ageing is a feature of the more sparsely populated rural areas but high rates of 
growth among older voters are also seen in the outer metropolitan ring around Greater London.  
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Map 2 Population Change ; Over 60s 2004 - 2008 

 

Unlike overall population change there is still a clear gradient among the different classes of the 
rural_urban classification of Parliamentary Constituencies in terms of change in the rate of 
ageing with rural constituencies very much in the vanguard (Chart 2). 



Chart 2 : Percent Change in Persons Aged Over 60, England 2004 - 2008 
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